St Mary’s Bridgwater
& Holy Trinity, Chilton Trinity

7th February 2021
The Presentation of
Christ
Readings: Malachi 3:1-5 /
Hebrews 2:14 - end

Dear All. Welcome to this weeks bulletin. We hope everyone is holding up okay. Do keep in touch and let us know
any prayer requests or anything else you might need support with. Praying every blessing on you. Suse

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40. When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
23
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male
24
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
25

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward
26
to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
27
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
28
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took
29
him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your
30
31
32
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light
33
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at
34
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for
35
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many
36
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her
37
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and
38
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who
39
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord,
40
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and
the favor of God was upon him.

Lent Study Group. During
Lent we will be running a
five-part Zoom course
(starting 23rd Feb 7pm)
'Shining as Lights' from the
Diocese of Sheffield. This is
a great opportunity to talk
about our faith in a relaxed
and friendly environment.
Everyone is welcome to join
in so please speak to Suse
or me if you would like to
know more. Richard
Philpott

Monday 1st Feb
10am - Zoom Craft group

Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nation
and glory of Israel: make your home
among us, and present us pure and
holy to your heavenly Father, your
God, and our God. Amen
200 Club Winners
st
nd
1 John Cole. 2
Carol Davies.
rd
3 Roy Porter
th
4 Richard Philpott for Martha

Meeting ID: 871 4205 5835
Passcode: Craft
Wednesday 3rd Feb
9am - Morning Prayer

Meeting ID: 350 341 4741
Passcode: Prayer
Sunday 7th Feb
9.30am - Communion service
online (website)
10.30am Zoom Coffee

Please pray for:

Bishop Peter Hancock.
Delphine Hucker.

Revd Suse Osmond
revsuse@gmail.com / 07934804889
Revd Jonathan Trigg
jdtrigg@gmail.com

RIP - Betty Mouzoure
Cynthia Williams.
Ivor Wiltshire

Meeting ID: 350 341 4741
Passcode: Prayer
St Mary’s Church, Bridgwater
TA6 3EQ
www.stmarysbridgwater.org.uk
Youtube: SaintMaryBridgwater

Lockdown Life!

…………this

week we hear from Frances Pearce

Advent 4 Reflection
The hardest part of lockdown is that I can only see my children and
grandchildren from a distance and we are all missing our usual hugs BUT things
are looking up ..... I have had my first Covid jab. This was a surprise but
apparently my skin problem pushed me up the list a bit.
Richard has his next week. During the summer it was much easier. My garden
and that of my daughter was only divided by a short picket fence and we were
able to meet most days, social distancing, for coffee or lunch.
Sundays were especially nice, with Sue cooking, I just had to turn up with my
glass of Villa Maria! I also spent more time in the garden, which looked really
good. Now however, the picket fence has been replaced with a solid one as Sue
and family are moving to a house on the outskirts of town, although only a five minute drive away. My garden is
now overflowing with garden furniture , water butts, pots etc and my sheds are packed full of things
destined for the new house. It's exciting and so good to have something nice to think about. Paul contracted
Covid at the end of October and, though not hospitalised, it was Christmas before he felt much better. Luckily no
one else was affected. Imogen has been furloughed and Isabelle has kept up with her college work online. My
son is in a bubble with his family but they call around now and then for a chat on the drive. It is hard for the young
people not seeing their friends but they have all been good at keeping to the rules. Richard and I are in our own
bubble. We miss our theatre visits and there was no Cornish holiday for me - Richard had a couple of short
breaks on his own. We have had to make do with " Rick Stein's Cornwall"which was excellent but only 30 minute
episodes - we wanted more! We are only watching "cheering up" tv and Richard is getting quite addicted to my
favourites, which he scoffed at before ( clue: one is a long running police programme set in Yorkshire - I have the
18 series on disc!). He is also having to come around to watching sport -I'm a big fan - especially horse racing.
Although we are keen jump racing fans, Roger Williams and I amused ourselves in the summer with 'virtual '
betting on the flat. We did our picks for the big meetings - I did well but Roger is ahead on the jumps so far.
Cheltenham Festival, hopefully is our next one. Even with no spectators, the racing has been very well presented
and has given a lot of pleasure to fans stuck at home. We have greatly enjoyed the online services and zoom
coffee afterwards - every week marvelling at how well it is put together - all beyond our understanding.
Although the days seem to drag, Thursdays sorting the recycling seem to come around very quickly. The early
daffodils came out, almost defiantly, before Christmas and are still going strong. Primroses make colourful little
pockets around the garden and the pink camellia is in full bloom. All good signs that spring is not far away. By
then, God willing, we shall be well on the way to getting the pandemic under control and can all meet up again.
Then I shall put the flag up

.

Update on Delphine Hucker (from Norman) On the 28th December the two of us decided to go for a walk up Burrow Mump.
Because it was wet and slippery we thought it safest to gradually wind up to the top - well part way up Delphine slipped and fell
badly hurting her right ankle and had to be carried down.
Showing a shining example of how husbands should react, (not even worrying about the meal she was going to prepare for me
when we got home) I took her straight to Musgrove where it was confirmed she had broken her ankle in three places and it was
plastered up. (I thought this was a good idea because it was a bit floppy and pointing in the wrong direction, had it not been set
she would never had known if she was coming or going.)
She has since had an operation to re-set, screw and plate it (the reason that she has put on nearly a pound). She is now on
the mend although it will take a couple of months or so before she can get back to making the bed, get meals, clear up
afterwards, do the washing and dry it, etc,etc. I don't think she appreciates the time and effort all this takes!! - still I battle on.
Must admit I'm thinking of setting up a pulley on the dining room ceiling with a rope on which to attach her leg and hoist it
horizontally. I could then take the iron and board in for her so that she can still do the ironing, so maybe not all bad and it would
keep her fit, althought it may take longer. The surgeon has told her it will take about a year for her to recover fully, I think he is
wrong - I have cut her housekeeping. Of course all this is taking its toll - there's a wheechair and zimmer frame in the dining
room, chair in the bathroom and another in the utility, crutches and bucket full of tablets in the kitchen. What's more the settee
in the living room is half bed, half lounger - this all before I fit the proposed rope and pulley. Currently we shouldn't get any
visitors which is just as well as they would have to be excused for thinking they had entered a sanctury for the mentally
disturbed or institute for the frail and physically unstable!! Sometimes I think I am too good to her, If it wasn't for the cost I may
have considered trading her in for a new model !!
From Delphine…..Many thanks for your kind messages, thoughts and prayers, I am fairly comfortable and making good steady
progress. With a bit of luck in a few weeks or so I may exchange the plaster for a boot, that will make things easier all round. I
guess it will take as long as it takes. I'm sure by then Norman will have a much greater appreciation of housework needs and
the fact that I DO do something around here sometimes - even though he seems to think I sit around for most of the time! He
has been great though, especially having to follow me around everywhere whenever I need to move from the settee!
Love and take care….Delphine and Norman

