St Mary’s Bridgwater
& Holy Trinity, Chilton Trinity

10th January 2021
Baptism of Christ

Dear All…….What a start to 2021 as we witness huge events around the world at this time. There
is so much for us to hold in prayer for each other, the community, our local, national, faith and
world leaders. As we journey through the next few weeks our church building will not be open but
there is lots of opportunity to meet online as a community as well as discover new resources to
sustain us spirituality. Some of these might be via websites, phone apps, televsion, radio or
simply daily reading and prayer. I want to encourage you to pick up the phone and stay in touch
with one another even if just to let someone know you are thinking of them. Quite a number of
people have said how much it means to them to just know they are being thought about by
another. If you have any special prayer requests or need support in any way then please don’t
hesitate to let us know. Much love Suse
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:4-11 John the baptiser appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptised by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie
the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptised by John in the Jordan.
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Monday 11th Jan

Post Communion

Collect

Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and
revealed yourself as Father in
the baptism of Jesus your
beloved Son: by the power of
your Spirit complete the
heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new
creation; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Eternal Father, who at the
baptism of Jesus revealed
him to be your Son, anointing
him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born
again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our
calling as your adopted
children; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Please pray for:

Revd Suse Osmond
revsuse@gmail.com / 07934804889
Revd Jonathan Trigg
jdtrigg@gmail.com

Bishop Peter Hancock
Ann Fenner
Theo Day

10am - Zoom Craft group

Meeting ID: 864 8868 7200
Passcode: K63cuL
Wednesday 13th Jan
9am - Morning Prayer

Meeting ID: 350 341 4741
Passcode: Prayer
Sunday 17th Jan
9.30am - Communion service
online (website)
10.30am Zoom Coffee

Meeting ID: 890 6475 1125
Passcode: Coffee
St Mary’s Church, Bridgwater
TA6 3EQ
www.stmarysbridgwater.org.uk
Youtube: SaintMaryBridgwater

An update on Bishop Peter….Bishop Peter

has sent this photo of himself to the diocese following
Advent 4 Reflection
chemotherapy in Bristol with the following message:
"As 2021 gets underway, I send my warmest greetings
and best wishes to everyone. May the Lord walk with
you and watch over you."
Bishop Peter will remain in Bristol while doctors
monitor his progress for another three months. We
continue to pray for him and Jane and their family, that
God will sustain and strengthen them.
We continue to hold +Peter and his wife Jane in our
prayers.
Have you heard that the charity English Heritage have urged
people to leave their Christmas decorations up until Candlemas
on February the 2nd?
Historians say that that during medieval times in Britain
Christmas decorations were kept up until the evening before
Candlemas, as they are still in many parts of the Christian world. Candlemas, or the
Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is a great feast day and was so
called because candles that were intended to be used in churches in the following
year would be blessed.
It falls on February 2, 40 days after Jesus’ birth, and marks the formal end of the
Christmas and Epiphany season. Given the dark days of this latest lockdown,
keeping up those Christmas decorations might just keep the Christmas cheer going
on a little longer!

Let’s talk about Prayer!
All across the diocese, from 10th to 16th January 2021, we are
going to be exploring what prayer looks like for different people in
our online Archdeaconry Days offering, Prayer – Everyone,
Everywhere! We hope to inspire each other to weave prayer into
our lives, every day, as the people God created us to be. That
might be through dancing, stillness, reading, skateboarding or anything in between!
We start the ‘Prayer – Everyone, Everywhere!’ week with a service from Wells Cathedral,
including a reflection from Bishop Ruth which can be found on the diocese website on
Sunday morning from 9am. https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2020/09/ad-days-2021/
Also……It’s not too late to sign up to the online Archdeacondary days where you can
share in the discussion on Saturday 16th January.

